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Ee XXI. 15, 16. 


15. WHEN THE CHIEF PRIESTS AND SCRIBE 
SAW THE WONDERFUL THINGS THAT Ht 
DID, AND THE CHILDREN CRYING IN THE 
TEMPLE AND SAYING, HoSANNA To THE 


Son or DAviD, THEY WERE 80RE DISPLEASED, 
16. AN D SAID UNTO Him, HEAREST TO 


WHAT THESB SAY? AWD JESUS SAFTH ux ro 
THEM, YBA; HAVE TB NEVER. READs ©© OUT 
** OF THE MOUTHS OF BABES AND $UCKLINGS 
** THOU HAST PERFECTED PRAISE * 


HE chief prieſts and ſcribes had cor- 
rupted that holy religion which ſhould 
have led them to Chtiſt. When Chrift, 

therefore, came, not to flatter, but to reform, the 

pride of their hearts, they mn his perſon and 
abhorred his doctrine. 


* They 
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They and the children were equally witneſſes 
of the woaderfur things that he did. The chil- 
dren, ſtruck with what they ſaw, in the honeſt 
ſimplicity of their ſoul,, aſcribed, u unto him the 
honor due unto his name: * they cried in the 
«« temple and ſaid, Hoſanna to the Son of David.“ 
The chief prieſts were fore diſpleaſed, both: at 
the magifeſtation of power which they could not 
deny, and, no leſs; at this ſmall mark of reſpect 
ſhown: to the; meek, and lowly Jeſus. They, 
therefore; ſaid unto him, as it were in derifion, 
and, perhaps, not without more miſchievous 
views, © Heareft thou what theſe ay ? 25% poor, 
% ignorant, idle, clamorous children?“ To ſuch 


inſinuations our Bleffed Lord replied, with his 


uſual dignity, only referring theſe Maſters in 
Ifracl to their own Scriptures; “ Yea; 1 
% never read, Out of the mouths of babes and 
% ſucklings thou haſt perfected praiſe? This 
anſwer was a ſufficient feproof to- the pride and 
obſtinacy of the Jews: it infers, moreover, that 
the Searcher of all hearts, the great Author, of our 


Se > Sf .« 


Faith, . conſidered. even children as capable of re- 
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ceiving-juſt, religious impreſſions ' by the uſe of 
proper means, and of profiting by them. If this 
then be ſo, it is hard to ſay upon what principle 
inſtruction can be withheld from them, of what- 
ever rank or condition they may be.—The great 
moral duties are the ſame to all: a due obſervance 
of ſocial and relative duties is of equal impor- 
tance to the good and happineſs of ſociety at large, 
in one branch and in another. The neglect of 
obedience and proper ſubordination in the infe- 
riour ranks is, at leaſt, as prejudicial to the general 
good, as the abuſe and longs, of er in more 
elevated ſtations. 


That a ſtate of order and ſociety is the only 
ſtate proper and natural to mankind, is a point, 
that, one would think, ſhould not, in this age of 
the world, require many arguments to prove it. 
Every power of the human mind, every affection 
of the human heart, is more than demonſtration. 
The great Author of Nature, who ſupplies thoſe 
powers, who kindles thoſe affections within us, 
and who placed us in that condition for which 
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he had fo fitted us, has addreſſed us, in his own 
Word, as focial} creatures, as bound to all that 
variety of relative duties, which ariſe from. a ſtate 
of ſoeiety, which conſtitute it's beauty and happi- 
neſs, and are all comprehended in that one Evan- 
gelieal term, Charity. Notwithſtanding this, 
fore of the; moſt admired, political writers, of the 
laſt and preſent age, proceed on a directly con- 
trary hypotheſis. They ſet out with conſidering 
the original condition of Man as nothing better 
than a ſavage, tumultuous equality, and all the 
advantages of ſociety as the gradual work of mere 
human effort and ingenuity. Such theories are 


equally groundleſs and dangerous: they are 


groundleſs; becauſe not ſupported by the evidence 
of fact; the only evidence of any account in the 
queſtion: they are dangerous, becauſe. they muſt 
either aunihilate all ſocial duties, both, publick 
and private, or reſt the obligation of them on 
falſe and inſecure grounds. It were unedifying 
to examine; or com bat farther, ſyſtems ſo: utterly 
chimetical in their firſt principle. It is our buſi- 
neſs, as the Goſpels hath done before, to conſider 
995 9 . mankind, 
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mankind, as they actually are, as placed in ſociety, 
dy God's own appointment, amidſt a various diſ- 
tribution of rank, wealth, power, and all the ex- 
teriour circumſtances of life. 


It is not to be denied, that, on this view of 
things, we ſhall till find a large ſhare of miſery 
and wretchedneſs in the world. Of this, part 
manifeſtly ariſeth from the inevitable condition 
of our nature; from the impotence of childhood, 
and age, and diſeaſe; part too, from a negle& of 
thoſe moral and relative duties, which reaſon and 
religion require, from flagrant violations of the 
great law of charity.— The firſt of theſe have their 
claim for ſupport and comfort on the beſt and 
moſt powerful feelings of our hearts, and would, 
in general, find it. But experience ſhows, that 
thoſe feelings are extinguiſhable, and ſometimes 
extinguiſhed by the prevalence of fclfſh, vicious, 
and inordinate paſſion. The claim, therefore, is 
enforced by the Laws of our State; the only State 
upon earth, to it's honour be it ſpoken, that hath 
ever provided a fixed and permanent maintenance 

for 
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for the poor and helpleſs. ''The-law'of humanity, 
and the law of the land, may both be abuſed; 
both frequently are abuſed; and thoſe aids, which 
are due only to the helpleſs, are miſapplicd to the 
ſupport of wilful vice and lazineſs. Where this 
is the caſe, the intereſts of virtue and ſociety. are 
ſo far injured. But it doth not follow from thenee, 
that all principles of charity ſhould be extirpated 
from our breaſts, the Poor - Laws eraſed from 
our Statute-Book, and diſtreſſed Innocence ſuf- 
fered to periſh, for fear Vice ſhould fraudulently 
contrive to ſteal encouragement that is not in- 
tended for it. No; the fair argument to be 
drawn from ſuch abuſes pleads only for a certain 
degree of prudence in the application of our pri- 


vate charities, and in the execution of the wiſe 


and benevolent laws of our moſt excellent Con- 
ſtitution. In the execution of theſe ſpecial laws, 


one may ſay, without impropriety, ſomething muſt 


have been wrong, and that pretty generally. We 
could not elſe hear, as we daily do, the bare 
maintenance of ſuch as can do little or nothing 
for themſelves (and ſuch alone are juſtly the object 

zo 
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of thoſe laws,) complained of, as a grievous and 
almoſt inſupportable burthen. That the numbers 
of Poor are greater than heretofore, is moſt cer- 
tain.—It is the conſequence, not of the decay, 
but of the wealth and proſperity, of the country ; 
of an increaſed population, an extended commerce, 


and improved huſbandry. Theſe are not topics 


for murmur and complaint. We ſhould, there- 


fore, pay with chearfulneſs what can be legally 


demanded on this ſcore, and ſtill retain an un- 
abated fund of benevolence, to furniſh a ready 


aſliſtance, on every proper occalion that may fall 


in our way. 


The far greater part of the calamities of the 
world are ſuch as ariſe from ourſelves, from our 


own miſconduct, from a violent and wilful per- 
verſion of the laws both of God and man. | Theſe 
are more eaſily prevented than remedied. Of the 
neceſſity of doing ſomething in the way of pre- 
vention, all countries and all ages ſeem to have 


been ſenſible. Hence have grown the ſeveral eſta- 


bliſhments in the world, publick and private, for 
. the 


A SERMON PREACKED 


the purpoſe of Education; to inſti} principles, and 
enforce habits, in the minds and practice of youth, 
that may tend to regulate the future conduct of 
their lives, on ſome uniform and conſiſtent plan 
or other. This hath been the ſenſe of ſerious 
men in all times. It is founded in truth and a 
juſt notion of the nature of man. 


Modern fpeculatiſts, who fet up claims to a 
certain dignity and excellence in human nature, 
that do not now belong to it, decry every mode 
of early education as mere ground of prejudice. 
Call it prejudice, or what you will, an early know- 
ledge and veneration of that which is certainly 
true and right in ifelf, which tends to our own 
happineſs, and to the happineſs and order of 
ſociety, muſt be beneficial. Surely, it were no 
ill office to direct a ſtranger in his way, notwith- 
ſtanding it might be poſſible for him, by a com- 
petent {kill in geography, to aſcertain the preriſt 
ſituation of the eity to whick he was going. The 
caſe applies in all points to the inſtruction of 
youth. | | 
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Leſt ſo important a matter ſhould not be ſuffi- 
ciently ſecured by argument and the reaſon of 
things, it is ſupported alſo by the higheſt of all 
authority. In both volumes of God's Word it 1s 
ſtrongly recommended and inſiſted on. It is aſ- 
ſigned by God himſelf as the expreſs reaſon for 
manifeſting his counſels to Abraham, that he would 
impart them with zeal and authority to his family. 


« Shall I hide from Abraham the thing which I 


& do? For I know him, that he will command 
e his children and his houſehold after him; and 
c they ſhall keep the way of the Lord, to do 
« juſtice and judgement.” When Moſes deli- 
vered the Law, which he had received from the 
mouth of God, to the people of Iſrael, it was 
with this poſitive injunction annexed ; ** Theſe 
« words, which I command thee this day, fhall 
« be in thine heart, and thou ſhalt teach them 


Gen. xvin. 
17, 19. 


« diligently to thy children.” Our Bleſſed Saviour, Deut.vi.6,7. 
when on earth, taught us, by his example, not to 


ſlight or neglect the ſtate of children. His com- 


paſſion of their weakneſs and dependence, his love 


of their innocency yet unblemiſhed by the world, 
b he 


10 


Luke xvili. 
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he expreſſed, on ſeveral occaſions. Suffer, he 
*« ſaith to his Diſciples, ſuffer little children to 
come unto me, and forbid them not; for of 
* ſuch is the kingdom of God.” St. Paul too 
emphatically exhorteth parents to bring up their 
children “ in the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord.“ The judgement on Eli and his houſe 
is a notable inſtance of the mind of God in this 
matter; I have told him, that I will judge his 
* houſe for ever, for the iniquity which he 
© knoweth; becauſe his ſons made themſelves 
A formi- 
dable denunciation to all, who, from careleſſneſs, 
a miſplaced indulgence, or a conceited philoſo- 
phy, neglect the early inſtitution of ſuch as fall 


„ vile, and he reſtrained them not.” 


properly under their charge; and, no doubt, will 
extend, in a Chriſtian. country, to ſuch as are able, 
but unwilling, to make proviſion for the inſtruc- 
tion of the poor. They are our charge, committed 
to us by our dear Maſter: it is from our kindneſs 
to them, and our attention to their beſt intereſts, 
that he hath declared he will eſtimate the mea- 
ſure of our love to himſelf. It is the diſtinguith- 


ing 
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ing character of the Goſpel, that it comprehends 
the whole human race: it's laws, it's bleſſings, 
and it's awful ſanctions concern all equally : it is 
accordingly addreſſed to all, without reſpect or 
diſtinction. The great Author of it ſaid, there- 
fore, of himſelf before hand, Thy law is within 
„% my heart. I have preached righteouſneſs in 
© the great congregation. Lo! I have not re- 
„ frained my lips, O Lord, thou knoweſt. I have 
% not hid thy righteouſneſs within my heart. I 
t have declared thy faithfulneſs and thy ſalvation. 
« I have not concealed thy loving kindneſs and 


11. 


« thy truth from the great congregation.” In PHI. xl. 9, 10. 


accompliſhment of all this, when he came from 


heaven on his high errand, ©* to the Poor the 


« Goſpel was actually preached; among them Matt. xi. 5. 


were it's firſt advances the moſt ſucceſsful: for 


when the glad tidings had been induſtriouſly car- 
ried over a conſiderable part of the world, the 
Apoſtle teſtifieth to his Corinthian converts, © Ye 
e ſee your calling, brethren, how that not many 
** wiſe men after the fleſh, not many mighty, not 


DS; God 


% many noble are called. Shall then that gate, which Cor. i. 26. 
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God himſelf in his mercy opened to the poor, be 
now ſhut againſt them? Shall we, who have re- 


ceived the Goſpel through their hands, now con- 
ceal from them all knowledge of their duty as 


men and Chriſtians, of their hopes and intereſt. 
in Chriſt and his promiſes? Yet this, in fact, we 
do, unleſs we furniſh means for their early inſtruc- 
tion. The parents have it not in their power, 
perhaps not in their inclination. If then the 
children are to have inſtruction at all, it muſt be 
by the charitable aſſiſtance of thoſe who are better 
able and better diſpoſed to it. We find inſtances 
of the attention of the Chriſtian Church, in early 
times, to this bufineſs. Soon after churches began 
to be erected, there were libraries annexed to many 
of them. Schools alſo were ſometimes kept in 
the church, or buildings adjoining to it. Of this 
there is abundant evidence. In the Sixth General 


Council, we are told, there was a Canon directing 


« Preſbyters in country towns and villages to in- 
ſtruct all ſuch: children as were ſent to them; for 
which ſervice they were to exact no reward, nor 
take any thing, except what the parents of the 

children 
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children might chooſe to tender by way of volun- 


tary offering.” Theſe were Charity Schools in Bingham Or. 
Cc. B. VIII. 


the fulleſt extent of the word; and enjoined by ch. vii. 5 12. 


publick authority. 


In this country, during the times of Popery, 
almoſt all inſtruction was engroſſed by the Reli- 
gious Houſes; and chiefly intended as a prepara- 
tion for the Miniſtry. On the diſſolution of theſe 
Houſes, fome of the ſchools. were endowed, but 
ſtill for the ſame purpoſe. Some. Catechetical 
inſtruction however was enjoined by our Reformed 
Liturgy to be given to all, previous to their Con- 
firmation by the Biſhop ; and for this end a Form 
provided, which, in point of clearneſs of expreſ- 
ſion, and importance of matter, is not to be 
equalled by any ſummary of the kind in the 
Chriſtian world. The giving of this inſtruction 
was reſted on the conſciences of parents and ſpon- 
fors. Many among the poorer ſort, of courſe, 
never obtained it. To remedy this evil, Charity 
Schools, of the ſort we are now contemplating, 


were ſet up by voluntary contributions in the me- 
tropolis, 
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tropolis, and other conſiderable towns. The ar- 
guments againſt ſuch a meaſure have been again 
and again anſwered: the moſt plauſible of them 
proceed on an aſſumption that is utterly falſe; 
viz. that the education intended will raiſe the 
children above the condition they are to hold in 
life. In fact the education, intended and provided 
for, is ſuch only as may fit them for that condi- 
tion; and without which they will probably be 


fit for none. Circumſtanced as the world is, if 


ſome pains be not taken among the lower ranks 
to give them early impreſſions of virtue and reli- 
gion, and early habits of induſtry, they will ſoon 
catch other impreſſions, and other habits, that 
will render them the bane of ſociety, and termi- 
nate in their own certain wretchedneſs. A truly 
Chriſtian ſpirit cannot be more ſubſtantially proved, 
than in a ſtrenuous endeavour to prevent thoſe 
evils. We have now before our eyes a diſplay of 
the effects of this ſpirit, ſuch as perhaps the world 
hath not elfewhere ſeen; ſuch as cannot be con- 
templated by a mind ſuſceptible of tender emo- 
tions, without the moſt devout and pious rapture : 

| thouſands 


d 
A 
1 


” San Ye” a HE TH 


«ak 


„ 


at ST. Pavr's CATHEDRAT, London. 


thouſands of ſouls reſcued from the ſnares of the 
world, from the jaws of fin, and death, and mi- 
ſery; dedicated to God; prepared for that eternal 
weight of glory and happineſs, which nothing leſs 
than the precious blood of Chriſt himſelf could 
purchaſe. 


Theſe benefits, tranſcendently great as they are, 
are not limited to what we here ſee. The pious 
labours of the Society are extended much farther; 
and annually contribute, with increaſed ſucceſs, 
under the furtherance of God's bleſſing, to diſpel 
the gloom of Pagan and Mahometan darkneſs in 
diſtant regions ; and to expoſe and defeat the tricks 
and impoſitions of Romiſh craft, ever forward to 
ſubſtitute prejudice and falſe religion in the place 
of barbarous ignorance. Even at home, among 
ourſelves, inſtruction is ſilently conveyed to every 
corner of the Iſland, by a conſtant diſtribution, 
under the Society's direction, of the Scriptures, of 
our own moſt excellent Liturgy, and other reli- 
gious books and tracts, adapted to all occaſions 
and all capacities. The demand for theſe is of 
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late amazingly increaſed: a happy proof, among 
others, that ſomething like a ſpirit of religion 
and good manners is beginning to revive among 


us. One would hope that the demand might ſtill 


riſe, and that the ſupply would always be made, 
to anſwer the demand to the utmoſt poſſible extent. 
Such ſupply. can only be provided for by your 
charity ; and of charity ſuch as yours, it is one 
authentick character, that it never faileth.” 
There is manifeſt and very urgent reaſon why we 
ſhould encourage and ſatisfy this demand as much 


as may be. The Preſs, at this time, teems with 


publications of another kind, and of a directly 
contrary tendency. Fatal poiſon is by this means 
diligently circulated in all poſſible ſhapes, and 
among all ranks. It is not confined to the groſs 
ribaldry of profane and licentious ſongs, to the 


inſinuating arts of modern novel-writing; it aſ- 


ſumes the more ſpecious form of philoſophy, of 
hiſtory, and even the ſacred name of religion 
itſelf. New modes are daily deviſed of diſſemi- 
nating all this more widely and more effectually; 
periodical criticiſms in News-Papers and Maga- 
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Zines are employed to force it into notice and 
ſtamp it's pretenſions with decifive encomium. It 
is from this Society that the ſureſt and beſt antidote 
is to be looked for. The ſource: of religious in- 


. ſtruction here hath hitherto continued pure and 


unſullied ; extreme vigilance, it is evident, hath 
become more than ever neceſlary to keep it ſo. 


It is not, however, by inſtructive leſſons alone 
that the poor are to be trained, ſo as to be made 
uſeful to themſelves and the publick. Practical 
habits muſt be acquired. Of theſe the firſt and 
moſt eſſential are habits of induſtry. Theſe are 
in themſelves important duties; they are, at the 
ſame time, the beſt guard and ſecurity to keep 
men conſtant in the diſcharge of every other part 
of their duty moral and religious. Indolence is 
the inlet to every ſeduction both of the world 
and of our own corrupt hearts. For theſe reaſons 
this Society hath wiſely recommended, that, in 


Charity Schools, labour, of ſome ſort or other, 


ſhould always be made a neceſſary part of the 
education. The propoſal hath been adopted in 
| c many 
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many inſtances; certainly with great advantage 
in all other reſpects; and no ways in prejudice of 
that learning which was the original defgn in 
theſeeſtabliſhments, | 


I have now, I think, touched on the ſeveral 


objects principally adverted to by the Society. 


They are highly important in every view; but 
they are ſuch, as can be completely attained only 
by that liberality which diſtinguiſhes this nation 
above all others on the face of the earth. 


As friends to the good order and proſperity of 
our country; as anxiouſly concerned for the moſt 
ſubſtantial intereſts of our countrymen, both tem- 
poral and eternal; as ſtewards of Him who left 
us in truſt for the poor; as fellow-labourers with 
God; we are preſſingly called upon to contribute 
with alacrity, both of our ſubſtance, and, where 
we have opportunity, of our pains and attention 
alſo, to the ſupport and advancement of theſe truly 
Chriſtian deſigns. et fm 7 arts” 451 
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I need add no more. It remains only that we 
fervently implore the bleſſing of God on this 
your work and labour of love; that he will proſ- 
per it to the glory of his great name, and the fur- 


therance of his kingdom upon earth ; 'till ſuch 


time as theſe, the children of your care now, then 
the crown of your rejoicing, together with you 
and all wh. love the appearing of our Lord and 
Saviour, ſhall unite, with one heart and one 
voice, and cry, Hoſanna to the Son of David: 
« bleſſed is He, that cometh in the name of the 
« Lord.” 
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